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Welcome to the 32nd issue of
Seasons, and my first
introduction as Environment,
Development and Transport
Portfolio holder for the City. |
hope you enjoyed an eventful
summer. | was pleased to see
for a third year in a row the
County Show at Herrington
Country Park proved a great
success, despite some early
rain. The County Show and an
increasing number of other
events and activities continue
to support the growth of the
Park as a major community
facility in the City.

Our Community Wildspace
Project has just completed its
first year. With a string of
events and volunteer
workdays, and the support of

!

local partners, Wildspace
Officer Sandra Dobigny is now
implementing a full
programme of improvements
on the City’s Local Nature
Reserves (see back page).

As part of its extensive
programme of works your
Countryside Team is also
initiating the development of a
weed strategy for the City.
Recent studies and
Government legislation remind
us of the need for a
coordinated approach to the
increasingly serious and costly
problem of invasive weed
species.

To add to this activity, | would
like to welcome Andy Lees as
the new Implementation
Officer for the Durham
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Biodiversity Partnership. The
Partnership, which includes
Sunderland, is over six years
old now and Andy arrives just
in time to support and develop
crucial projects such as Magical
Meadows, the Field Boundary
Restoration Grant and Water
\ole Recovery Project.

You can read more on these
and other initiatives and events
in the following pages, in
future issues of Seasons and on
our website:
www.sunderland.gov.uk/
countryside

Councillor Joe Lawson

Member with Portfolio for Environment,
Development and Transport

Three new leaflets came out over the summer. The updated Sunderland and
Wearside Cycling Map gives you all the cycle routes across the City and
information on long distance connections.

Bede’s Way — follow the pilgrim’s footsteps to discover a trail
of rich heritage and beauty — from Wearmouth to Jarrow.

The Countryside Code will also keep you on the right track.
The latest edition is now available or see:

www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk

For copies of these and other leaflets and packs please contact
the Tourist Information Centre, Fawecett Street, Sunderland.
(0191) 553 2000 or the Countryside Team on (0191) 553 1555.
Email: countryside@sunderland.gov.uk

Cover Photographs

Kingfisher, Laurie Campbell
Family Fun Day at Tunstall Hills
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Woodcraft
Courses

Woodland craft courses, taught by experts, mean
you could be making willow baskets, wooden
bowls and spoons and garden structures this
Autumn. There’s also a Christmas Crafts day
where you can make festive creations.

For these and other courses please contact the
Great North Forest on (0191) 460 6200 or
Maurice Pyle on (0191) 252 4064.

Fulwell Windmill

The windmill at Fulwell has returned to full working order
following the bad storm damage of 2002.

It is attracting many new visitors and local schools have
made use of the educational facilities, and many areas of
the national curriculum have been covered.

Many new activities have been taking place and with
Father Christmas having a workshop at the mill extra
festive activities are planned — look out for further details.

For further information please contact the Curator on
(0191) 516 9790.

BRITISH

ISLES

A Natural History

Look out for the new
BBC series ‘The British
Isles - A Natural History’
on television, radio and
the BBC Nature website
this autumn.

Along with the main
national series there are
regional programmes
and web information on
local wildlife, heritage
and ways you can get
out and explore your
local patch.

See TV and radio
listings, log on to
www.bbc.co.uk/wear/
and see events overleaf.




Wildspace Project

One year in and Sunderland’s Community
Wildspace Project is delivering positive action
on your Local Nature Reserves.

Volunteer workdays have included water vole
and wildflower protection, ground flora
management at Hetton Bogs and coppicing at
Barmston Pond. And there were family events
such as the Hetton Funday, Bed and Breakfast for
the Birds at Fulwell and the Tunstall Hills
Geology Walk.

The project is also involving educational groups,
including schools, who have undertaken some
bird hide restoration and water vole habitat
improvement work. If your school is adjacent to

at Tunstall Hills

For more information please contact:

Sandra Dobigny, Community Wildspace
Officer on (0191) 553 8774

or email: wildspace@sunderland.gov.uk

Supported by

ENGLISH
NATURE

an LNR and you )
would like to use IV .

it as an \'
educational

resource please Sunderland

contact the  Wildspace
Wildspace Officer.  Project

Lots more is
planned for the
next 12 months.

So if you would

like to have fun outdoors, get fit, learn new skills
and improve your Local Nature Reserve... join
the Sunderland Wildspace Volunteers.

Wordsearch

See if you can find 14 protected species
and habitats in this jumble of letters:
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